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Introduction 


Clay craft in India has a very old history from the ancient days. The terms like ‘Pottery’, ‘Earthenware’ and ‘Terra- 
cotta’ are generally used only for utensils such as pots, cups, bowls, and for a few more decorative items which 
are easily and skillfully created by experienced craftsmanship. 


The clay artisans of ‘Kundapur’ are expertise in creating different varieties of clay products by throwing tech- 
nique. Locally available clay which is called ‘Jeedi Mannu’ is processed especially with utmost care. The processed 
clay after purifying is soaked in water for 15 to 30 days to enhance the suppleness and also to avoid cracks and 
damage during the firing process. This makes clay products of Kundapur a special characteristic and unique iden- 
tity for their supple texture and rich natural red colour. 


Processed and purified clay is placed on the turning wheel to shape beautiful natural clay products, which are 
useful for daily life as well as decorative purposes. The turned products are baked in a closed furnace to make 
them strong as well as to obtain a brick red colour. Finished products are decorated with clay beads and different 
colours as per the requirement to enhance the outer appeal. 


Small Idol of Lord Ganesha playing musical instruments. Clay can be easily moulded into any required shape. 
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Jeedi Mannu - has good elastic nature. 


Artisan shaping basic shape of a flower vase. 
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Wall decorator depicting sun god. Small Idol of Lord Ganesha Playing Harmonium. 
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Clay craft at India The skilled artisans of Kundapura have their own identity for their skill and creativity. Artisans have undergone 
by training provided by an NGO called ‘Namma Bhoomi’ in order to come up with new creative ideas and implement 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, Dinesh them. In earlier days, the artisans were using the traditional potter’s wheel to make pots and other utensils. But 
k. Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y. the present generation of artisans started using electric potter’s wheels to increase productivity. Earlier the ter- 
NID Campus, Bengaluru racotta craft has only a limited range of products like pots, bowls and water containers. Now-a-Days, the choice of 


clay products is increased after introducing terracotta jewellery, lampshades, wall hangings and garden decora- 
tors. Below is the comparison between the involvement of artisans in craft and growth in craft with respect to 
earlier times. 
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Automated Electric wheel to 
increase productivity 


Innovative products to meet latest 
trend 
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Potter's workplace at Kundapur. 


2. People and Place 


The environment where the products are dried. Master craftsman- Raghuram Kumar with his products. 
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An idol/statue of Lord Ganesha in relaxed mood / reading a book at Namma Bhoomi. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The tools and raw materials used in the production process are basic handmade tools that are available locally. 


* Clay: Clay is the key material used in the making process. It is procured from surrounding areas which is locally 
called as Jeedi Mannu. 


* Moulds: Moulds of different types and sizes are used to prepare small clay idols. 


¢ Sharp Tools: Sharp-edged tools like knives and iron blades are used to create the motif patterns and decora- 
tions on the clay idols. 


¢ Turning Wheel: Turning wheel or Potter’s wheel is the main tool used to turn the products like pots, bowls, cups 
and glasses etc. 


¢ Furnace: A household furnace is permanently built with mud and bricks to provide heat. The finished clay prod- 
ucts are filled/placed in the kiln and baked continuously for one day by maintaining proper temperature levels. 


¢ Fuel: The most commonly used fuel to produce heat is wood. Charcoal, dried leaves and dried stems etc. are also 
used according to the availability. 


¢ Clay Modeling Tools: These tools are used in idol making process. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dso 


Design Resource 


Terracotta Craft 
Clay craft at India 


by 


Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, Dinesh 


k. Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/terra 


. Tools and Raw Materials 


WW 


10 


Pg es 
SiS 


Oe 
™~™ 


s+ 


a 
5 
De 


“M 


Types of basic tools are used as per the availability, for 
shaping and smoothening the product. 


Modern automated turning wheel makes the Processed clay is covered in polythene sheet to retain 
production faster. moisture and suppleness. 
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Traditional furnace constructed for baking process. 
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Handmade: Clay idols, 
jewellery and idols of 
deities are manually made 
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Pot Making 


Clay Purification: 

The clay is procured from surrounding villages and nearby ponds. The clay is filtered by the sieving process to sep- 
arate stones, mud lumps and other impurities. This processed clay is made into the dough by adding water. The 
clay dough is finely mashed by mixing and by stamping process so that the elasticity in the clay will be enhanced 
and for an easy throwing process. The prepared clay dough is covered in a polythene sheet to retain moisture. 
Now the clay is ready for the throwing process. 


Turning or Throwing: 

In Kundapur, the potters use an electric turning wheel for faster productivity. The mixed clay is placed in the 
center of the turning wheel. As the wheel starts rotating, the artisan keeps shaping the round clay ball. Initially, 

a hole is made at the center to create a cavity. Once the center space of the pot is created, simultaneously, the 
bottom of the pot is also created. Then the artisan pulls the clay upwards for shaping. Pressure is applied with 
both hands for proper shaping and evenness. If required, the artisan removes excess mud from the product being 
made to maintain the even thickness of the walls. Once the product is turned, it is removed with the help of a 
small thin wire which separates the product from the potter's wheel. The finished article is allowed to dry under 
the sun for 2 to 3 days and sent for baking process. 


Clay is soaked for 15 to 30 days for suppleness. Soaked clay is kept to drain the water out. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www. 


Design Resource 


Terracotta Craft 

Clay craft at India 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, Dinesh 
k. Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


t Making 


Sculpture 


+2] 


4a. Po 
Al 


The clay is placed at centre of the turning wheel to start 
the process. 


Mouth of the pot is shaped while turning. 


The clay is pulled upward and cavity is made at the 
centre. 
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The inner and outer wall of pot is shaped Potter creates bottom part of the pot from inside out. 
simultaneously. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.i 


Design Resource 


Terracotta Craft 

Clay craft at India 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, Dinesh 
k. Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
ht ] 1 in/t T 


id F 
4a. Pot Making 
Lb. Sculpture | 


1U 


Wet cloth is used to smooth the outer texture. 
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The neck part of the pot is created as well as smoothed. 
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Once the shaping process is done, small thin wire is 
used to separate the pot from base. 
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At a time 500 to 600 pots are kept for heating in the The clay products turn into brick red colour after the 
kiln. heating process. 
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Sculpture Making 


Idol Making: 

Apart from turning objects, the artisans also make clay idols. Different parts of idol are shaped separately and 
fixed together. Parts of an idol like hands, legs, and ears are made separately and then fixed to the body. Addition- 
al decorations and jewelries are made with clay and fixed to the products. Fine and intricate embellishments on 
the idol are made with sharp and other basic tools which are available locally. 


Firing or Baking Process: 

Baking process is done to strengthen the clay products. The products are dried after the turning process and 
then piled in a traditional furnace and heat is provided. A kiln is continuously heated to maintain the temperature 
so that the products kept inside are baked properly. The products obtain rich brick red colour after baking. Thus 
the products are packed and sent for marketing. 


Processed clay is mashed before idol making. 
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Different parts of the body are joined to the base. 


Base of the idol is roughly shaped. The clay is merged and given a proportion of the idol. 
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Water is constantly applied to avoid breakage while 
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Objects like pencil and sharp tools are used to give These Ganesha idols are highly demanded during 


detail. Ganesha festival. 
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Clay craft at India In Kundapur, Pottery has both ancient and modern technology to create traditional as well as modern unique 
by pieces. Traditional products such as water pots, cups, glasses, bowls and other storage items are created for daily 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, Dinesh use. Nowadays, artisans are interested to create imaginative and innovative pieces such as garden decorators, 
k. Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y. lampshades, terracotta jewellery and clay wind chimes. Besides traditional products, the product collection in- 
NID Campus, Bengaluru cludes ingeniously crafted water pots, water coolers and filters, which are used to store water. Few other creative 


products include Incense Stick Burners in different colours, idols of LORD GANESHA and LORD SHIVA. 


Diyas (Clay Lamps) are highly demanded among all during Deewali festival. Idols of Lord Ganesha are largely 
exported to different parts of India during Ganesha Chaturthi festival, which is held during August-September. 
Cowes: Production of clay products continues throughout the year as there is a huge demand in the market for the 


; Kundapur products in local as well as in exhibitions in Bangalore and other major cities. 
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Traditional clay vessels used for cooking. 
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Group of Bala Ganesha idols playing many musical A magical aa in the anes of Shiva aS 
instruments. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Terracotta Craft 

Clay craft at India 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, Dinesh 
k. Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


5. Products 


iM 


Decorative painted pots. 


a SE ee en, > 


Variety of products to meet the mar 


ket acnande 


Pen or mobile stand. 
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Wall piece made by using moulds. ; | Diya-clay lamps are demanded during Deew 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mahendra Patidar, 
Dinesh Kumar Dandapat and Aruna Kumari Y., at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


